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SIR WALTER SCOTT
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I own I tremble for the consequences of so violent a tem-
per as Lauderdale's, irritated by long-disappointed ambi-
tion and ancient feud with all Ms brother nobles. It is
a certain truth that Lord Moira insists upon his claim,
backed by all the friends of the late Administration in
Scotland, to have a certain weight in that country; and
it is equally certain that the Hamiltons and Lauderdales
have struck out. So here are people who have stood in
the rain without doors for so many years, quarrelling for
the nearest place to the fire, as soon as they have set
their feet on the floor. Lord Moira, as he always has
been, was highly kind and courteous to me on this occa-
sion.

Heber is just come in, with your letter waving in his
hand. I am ashamed of all the trouble I have given
you, and at the same time flattered to find your friend-
ship even equal to that greatest and most disagreeable of
all trials, the task of solicitation. Mrs. Scott is not with
me, and I am truly concerned to think we should be so
near, without the prospect of meeting. Truth is, I had
half a mind to make a run up to Bath, merely to break
the spell which has prevented our meeting for these two
years. But Bindley,1 the collector, has lent me a parcel
of books, which he insists on my consulting within the
liberties of Westminster, and which I cannot find else-
where, so that the fortnight I propose to stay will be
fully occupied by examination and extracting. How long
I may be detained here is very uncertain, but I wish
to leave London on Saturday se'ennight. Should I be
so delayed as to bring my time of departure anything
near that of your arrival, I wiU stretch my furlough to
the utmost, that I may have a chance of seeing you.

1 James Bindley, Esq., famed for his rich accumulation of books,
prints, and medals, held the office of a commissioner of Stamps during
the long period of 53 years. He died in 1818, in his 81st year. At the
sale of his lihrary a collection of penny hallads, etc., in 8 volumes, pro-
duced X837.sure. It is said to be a violent
